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office censor would not pass my article about how I spent last
Sunday at Bognor. " 'Twas brillig, and the Bognor kids did
gyre and gimble in the wabe " was the offending sentence.
Didn't I realise that this was a clear indication that last
Sunday had been a fine day ? Didn't I know that there must
be no indication as to weather conditions until after ten days ?
So I changed " last Sunday " into " a couple of Sundays ago,"
and all was well!
March 8 Ernest Newman's claim that The Beggars Opera
Friday. is music and not drama relieves me of the task of
sitting malevolently through the revival at the
Haymarket. Because John Gielgud, who produces, doesn't
want to seem to ape Nigel Playfair, the date has been put
forward a hundred years and the piece re-dressed so that
Peachum's world becomes Fagin's. As Damon Runyon would
say, I practically care for no part of this. I detest the modern
mania for finding wrong-headedness * fun.' " My dear, he's
making King Lear wear a Burberry and waders. Won't it be
fun? " " My sweet, Lady Macbeth makes her first entrance
on skis. Won't that be amusing ? " " Lucy Lockit is to look
like Miss Snevellicci in Nicholas Nickleby I Won't that be
just too wizard? " Yet John's way of being original could
have been easy enough. He had only to stage the eighteenth
century as it really was, and give it back its dirt, modelling
Polly's costume on that of Miss Tishy Snap as given in the
ninth chapter of the first book of Jonathan Wild. " Hogarth,
by God! " shouted a gentleman in the pit at an early per-
formance of Gay's work. The verdict on last night seems to
have been " Dickens, by Gielgud ! "
March 9 Went last night to Belle View, a play by Francis
Saturday. James based on the Rattenbury murder. Per-
formance possible because the Chanticleer is a
private theatre and members can defy the Lord Chamber-
lain at the cost of a few shillings a year. I saw this trial, and
remember thinking how irrelevant most of it must have
seemed to the protagonists. Do you identify this suit?
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